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Re:  Ford Motor Company
Incoming letter dated December 21, 2007

Dear Mr. Sherry:

This is in response to your letter dated December 21, 2007 concerning the
sharcholder proposal submitted to Ford by Jane Van Driessche. We also received a letter
from the proponent on Decemiber 31, 2007. Qur response is attached to the enclosed
photocopy of your correspondence. By doing this, we avoid having to recite or
summarize the facts set forth in the correspondence. Copies of all of the correspondence
also will be provided to the proponent.

In connection with this matter, your attention is directed to the enclosure, which
sets forth a brief discussion of the Division’s informal procedures regarding shareholder

proposals. PROCIESSED

! Sincerely,
JAN YD 7008
et O frgpaven
% |
/ Jonathan A. Ingram
Deputy Chief Counsel

Enclosures

cc: Jane Van Driessche

22392 24 Mile Road

Olivet, MI 49076

) P '21"97




REC EW gD

nzf_: 26 P 6:09

IS ==

rEr COVSE -

Office of the Secretary 1ACE O,“ 110 "—'\’i‘iA'.ﬁ;!gAmerican Road
Peter J. Sherry, Jr. cORFOVA Room 1134 WHQ
Secretary Dearbomn, Michigan 48126
313/323-2130

313/248-8713 (Fax)

psherry@ford.com

December 21, 2007

Securities and Exchange Commission
Diviston of Corporation Finance
Office of the Chief Counsel

100 F Street, N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20549

Re: Omission of Shareholder Proposal Submitted by Ms. Jane Van Driessche
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Pursuant to Rule 14a-8]) promulgated under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
as amended (the "Act"), Ford Motor Company ("Ford" or the "Company") respectfully
requests the concurrence of the staff of the Division of Corporation Finance (the "Staff") of
the Securities and Exchange Commission (the "Commission") that it will not recommend
any enforcement action to the Commission if the shareholder proposal described below is
omitted from Ford's proxy statzment and form of proxy for the Company's 2008 Annual
Meeting of Shareholders (the "Proxy Materials"). The Company's Annual Meeting of
Shareholders is scheduled for May 8, 2008.

Ms. Jane Van Driessche (the "Proponent™ has submitted for inclusion in the 2008
Proxy Materials a proposal that would require the Company to hold annual meetings in the
Dearborn, Michigan area (see Exhibit 1; the "Proposal™). The Company proposes to omit
the Proposal from its 2008 Proxy Materials for the following reason:

. The Proposal is excludable under Rule 14a-8(1)(7) because it deals with matters
relating to the Company's ordinary business operations.

The Proposal Deals with Matters Relating to the Company's Ordinary Business
Operations

Rule 14a-8(i)(7) provides that a shareholder proposal may be excluded from a
company's proxy materials "if the proposal deals with a matter relating to the company's
ordinary business operations." Ford believes that the location of its annual meeting clearly
relates to the ordinary business operations and that it may properly exclude the Proposal
from its Proxy Materials under Rule 14a-8()(7).

The Staff has consistently allowed exclusion of proposals dealing with setting the
date, location, and matters concerning the conduct of shareholder meetings as dealing with




.9.

ordinary business matters. See The Gillette Company (February 4, 2004) (exclusion allowed
where proposal required the site of annual meetings be fixed in Massachusetts); Verizon
Communications, Inc., (December 16, 2002) (exclusion allowed where proposal required
that annual meetings be held at least every other year in New York City); Verizon
Communications, Inc., (February 25, 2002) (exclusion allowed where proposal
recommended that the board limit sites of future annual meetings to regions where rate
payers live); The Gillette Company (February 22, 2005) (exclusion allowed where proposal
requested annual meeting be two to three hours in length and that food be served); and
Bank of America Corporation (December 14, 2006) (exclusion allowed where proposal
requested that the annual meeiing be held on a Friday, Saturday, or Monday). See also,
Raytheon Company (January 19, 2008) and Bank of America Corporation (January 10,
2003).

Determining the location of the annual meeting requires an evaluation of many
factors, including the feasibility of attendance by management and directors, the
management, staff and financizl resources necessary to support the meeting at a location,
the availability and cost of the facilities, and the accessibility of the location to
shareholders. The Company's management has a unique and intimate knowledge of the
Company's business, and, thus, can make an informed decision as to the appropriate
location for the Company's annual meeting of shareholders. It is impractical for the
Company's shareholders to make this decision as they do not, as a group, have the same
knowledge of the Company with respect to these factors. Moreover, to fix a specific location
for all future annual meetings would limit the discretion of the Board of Directors and
management to hold meetings in a place other than that specified in the Proposal. Such an
advance determination would eliminate the flexibility needed to fix the location of
shareholder meetings based upon particular circumstances in a given year.

The Proposal seeks to establish the location of shareholder meetings. Matters
relating to the conduct of shareholder meetings, including the location, have routinely been
found to relate to matters of ordinary business, and clearly do not raise any significant
policy concerns. Based on the foregoing and consistent with the precedent cited above, the
Company respectfully requests the concurrence of the Staff in exclusion of the Proposal
pursuant to Rule 14a-8(1)(7).

Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully submitted that the Proposal may be
excluded from Ford's 2008 Proxy Materials. Your confirmation that the Staff will not
recommend enforcement action if the Proposal is omitted from the 2008 Proxy Materials is
respectfully requested.

In accordance with Rule 14a-8(j), the Proponent is being informed of the Company's
intention to omit the Proposal from its 2008 Proxy Materials by sending her a copy of this
letter and its exhibit. Seven copies of this letter are enclosed. Please acknowledge receipt
by stamping and returning one copy in the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelop.

If you have any questions, require further information, or wish to discuss this
matter, please call Jerome Zaremba (313-337-3913) of my office or me (313-323-2130).




Very truly yours,

i

Peter J. SHerry, J§.

Enclosure
Exhibits
ce: Ms. Jane Van Driessche (via Federal Express)
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AAEE HILLIARD LYONS (o ceo-auoo] (500 276.4354 | n (209 60-9405
July 11, 2007
To Whom it May Concern:
Regarding:  Orlen Vandriessche & Jane Vandriessche
Hilliard Lyons holds in their joint account 426.468 shares of Ford Motor common stock.
Sincerely,

HILLIARD LYONS

2
’ o/
Lyn F. Liebu

Financial Consultant

The information in this correspondence is derived from sources we believe to be reliable but we cannot guarantee their
accuracy. For specific information ahout your account and any activity therein, your Hilliard Lyons customer monthly
statement is the official document upon which you may rely. Past performances are no guarantee of future results.

We dp plow o~ wny swl< of 1 ere sfares
/Dﬂ/ﬁh o %/-" Cc.ﬂﬂéézt/ﬁ @476/;:/

L8 L)t

J48. Hilliard, W.L Lyons, inc. | Member New York Stock Exchange and SIPC | NOT FDIC INSURED | May lose value | No bank guarantee




Office of the General Counsel Ford Motor Company

Phone: 313/3373913 One American Road
Fax; 313/248-1988 Room 1037-A3 WHQ
E-Mail:  jzaremb1@ford.com Dearborn, Michigan 48126

October 29, 2007

Ms. Jane Van Driessche
22392 24 Mile Road
Olivet, Michigan 49076

Subject: Shareholder Proposal for 2008 Annual Meeting
Dear Ms. Van Driessche:

Ford Motor Company ("Ford" or the "Company") hereby acknowledges the
shareholder proposal contained in your letter dated October 22, 2007. You request that the
proposal relating to the Company holding future annual meetings in the Dearborn,
Michigan area (the "Proposal") be included in the Company's 2008 proxy materials.

Eligibility requirements regarding stockholder proposals are set forth in Rule 14a-8
of the rules of the United States Securities and Exchange Commission (the "SEC"). (A copy
of Rule 14a-8 is enclosed.) This rule provides that in order to be eligible to submit a
proposal, a shareholder must have continuously held at least $2,000 in market value, or
1%, of the Company's securities entitled to be voted at the annual meeting for at least one
year by the date that the shareholder submitted the proposal. In the event the shareholder
1s not a registered holder, Rule 14a-8(b){(2) provides that proof of eligibility should be
submitted at the time the proposal is submitted. Neither the Company nor its transfer
agent was able to confirm that you satisfy the eligibility requirements based on the
information that was furnished to the Company.

Under Rule 14a-8(b)(2) a shareholder may satisfy this requirement by either (i)
submitting to the Company a written statement from the "record”" holder of the
shareholder's securities (usually a broker or bank) verifying that, at the time of submission,
the shareholder continuously held the securities at least one year, or (il) if the shareholder
has filed a Schedule 13D, Schedule 13G, Form 3, Form 4 and/or Form 5, or amendments to
those documents or updated forms, reflecting the shareholder's ownership of the shares as
of or before the date on which the one-year period begins. If the shareholder has filed one of
these documents, it may demonstrate its eligibility by submitting to the Company a copy of
the schedule or form, and any subsequent amendments, and a written statement that the
shareholder continuously held the required number of shares for the one-year period as of
the date of the statement.

While the letter from Hilliard Lyons states that you currently own Ford stock, it
does not state that you have continuously owned Ford stock for one year from the date you
submitted the Proposal as reqaired by Rule 14a-8(b)(2)(1). Furthermore, the SEC has



'
Q]
'

specifically stated that copies of account statements do not constitute sufficient evidence of
continuous share ownership because a person can buy and sell shares within the one year
period.

Additionally, please clarify your handwritten note on the copy of the Hilliard Lyons
statement. Did you intend to write that "We do not plan on any sale of these shares prior
to the annual meeting” (please see enclosed copy where the word "not" is missing)? Rule
14a-8(b)}(2)(1} requires that you hold the shares through the date of the annual meeting.

We request that you submit a revised letter from Hilliard Lyons stating that you
have beneficially owned at leas: $2,000 worth of Ford stock for at least one year from the
date of your submission and that you clarify your intention to hold Ford stock through the
date of the 2008 Annual Meeting. We request that you submit this documentation within
14 days of your receipt of this letter.

If you cannot submit the requested documentation, we request that you withdraw
the Proposal so that we can avcid submitting a No-Action Letter with the SEC to have the
Proposal excluded. If you do not furnish the Company with such evidence and do not
withdraw the proposal within the 14-day period, we will file a No-Action Letter with the
SEC to have the proposal excluded from the Company's proxy materials. Furthermore, we
reserve the right to file a No-Action Letter with the SEC should other substantive grounds
for exclusion exist. We will notify you in accordance with SEC rules if we file such a
request.

If you would like to discuss the SEC rules regarding stockholder proposals or
anything else relating to the Proposal, please contact me at (313) 337-3913. Thank you for
your interest in the Company.

Very truly yours,
Jerome R-Zdremba
Counsel

Enecl.

ce: Peter J. Sherry, Jr.
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¥(2) The deadiine i caleatated in the following manner if the proposal is submitted
for a regularly scheduled annual meeting. The proposal must be received at the com-
pany's principal executive offices not less than 120 calendar days before the date of
the company’s proxy statement released 1o shareholders in connection with the previous
year's annual meeting. However, if the company did not hold an annual meeting the
previous year, or if the date of this year’s annual meeting has been changed by more
than 30 days from the date of the previous year's meeting, then the deadline is a
reasonable time before the company begins to print and mail [*send] its proxy materials.

*(3) I you are submitting your proposal for a meeting of shareholders other than
a regularly scheduled annual meeting, the deadline is a reasonable time before the
company begins to print and mail [*send} its proxy materials.

(f) Question 6: What if I fail to follow one of the .m:m:uw:a. or procedurai
requirements cxplained in answers to Questions ¥ through 4 of this Rule 14a-8?

(1} The company may exclude your proposal, but only after it has notified you of
the problem, and you have failed adequately to correct it. Within 14 calendar days of
receiving your proposal, the company mus! notify you in writing of any procedural
or eligiiity deficiencies, as well as of the time frame for your response. Your response
must be postmarked, or trausmitted electronically, no later than 14 days from the date
you received the company's notification. A company need not provide you such notice
of a deficiency if the deficiency cannot be remedied, such as if you fail to submit a
proposal by the company’s property deiermined deadline. If the company intends to
exclude the proposal, it will later have to make a submission under Rule 14a-8 and
provide you with a copy under Question 10 below, Rule 14a-8(). :

Q.:::EE:_.:<oE.E.o_3mn_.o:cEEop.nnﬁﬂ.na:cacn_.o_qwmnznawmE:Em:
the date af the _j@‘wam.._.w of charehaldars, then the company will be ..Dn-.smn:wﬂ to exclude

all of your proposals from its proxy materiais for any meeting held in the following
two calendar ycars.

{g) Question 7: Who has the burden of persuading the Conmnission or its staff
that my proposal can be excluded?

Except as olherwise noted, the burden is on the company to demonstrate that it is
entitled to exclude a proposal.

(h) Question 8: Must T appear personally at the shareholders’ meeting to
present the proposal?

*Effective March 30, 2007, in the last sentence of paragraph {e)(2} and in paragraph (e)(3)
the word "mail” is revised to read “send" as past of the amendments to internet availability of
proxy malerials. Sec SEC Release 34-55146; 1C-27671; Janvary 22, 2007, Compliance Daie:

Persons may nol send a Motice of Intemet Availability of Proxy Materials to shareholders prior
to July i, 2007.

AR
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via such media, then you may appes
to the meeting to appear in person.

(3} If you or your qualified representative fail (o appeur and present the proposal,
without good cause, the company will be permitled to exclude all of your proposais
from its proxy materials for any meetings held in the following lwo calendar years.

(i) Question 9: K I have complied with the procedural requirements, on what
other bascs may a company rely to exclude my proposal?

(1) Improper Under State Law: If the proposal is not a proper subject for action
by sharehelders under the laws of the jurisdiction of the company’s organization;

Note 1o paragraph (i)(1): Depending on the subject matler, some proposals are
not considered proper under state law if they would be binding on the company
if approved by shareholders. In our experience, most proposals that are cast as
recommendations or requests that the board of directors take specified action are
proper under state law. Accordingly, we will assume that a proposal drafted as a
recommendation or suggestion is proper unless the company demonsirales olh-
erwise.

(2) Violation of Law: If the propasal would, if implemented, cause the company
to violate any state, federal, ar foreign law to which it is subject;

Note to paragraph (i)(2); We will not apply this basis {or exclusion to permit
exclusion of a proposal on grounds that it would violate foreign law if compliance
with the foreign law would result in a violatien of any state or {ederal law.

(3) Violation of Proxy Rules: If the proposal or supporling statement is contrary
tn anv of the Commission’s proxy rules. including Rule 14a-9, which prohibits materi-
ally false or misleading statements int proxy soliciting matcrials;

(4} Personal Grievance; Special Interest: 1F the proposal relates 1o the redress of
a personal claim or grievance against the company or any other person, or if it is
designed to result in a benefit to you, or o further a personal interest, which is not
shared by the other shareholders at large;

(5) Relevance: U the proposal relates to operations which account for less than 5
percent of the company’s total assets at the end of its most recent fiscal year, and for
less than 5 percent of its net earnings and gross sales for its most recent fiscal year,
and is not otherwise significantly related to the company’s business;

(6) Absence of Power/Authority: T the company would lack the power or aulhority
to implement the proposal;

(7) Management Functions: If the proposal ceals with @ matter rclating to the
company's erdinary business operations;

(8) Relates to Election: If the proposal relates to an election for membership on
the company's board of directors or analogous governing hody:
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(9) Conflicts with Company’s Prop:

with
of the company’s own proposals (o e o

et

Note 1o paragraph (i)(9): A com s saimgRien o e Sophnission undsr this
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mented the proposnt,

sed: Il the sompany has already substantially imple-

_ (11) Duplication: i (he proposal substantially duplicates another proposal pre-
viously submitted to the company by another proponent that will be included in the
company’s proxy materials for the same meeting;

(12) Resubmissions: If the proposal deals with substantially the same subject matter
as another proposal or proposals that has or have been previously included in the
company’s proxy materials within the preceding 5 calendar years, a company may
exclude it from its proxy materials for any meeting held within 3 calendar years of
the last time it was included if the propesal received:

(1) Less than 3% of the vote if proposed once within the preceding 5 calendar years;

(ii) Less than 6% of the vote on its last submission to shareholders if proposed
twice previously within the preceding 5 calendar years; or

(1i1) Less than 10% of the vote on its Jast submission to shareholders if proposed
three times or mare previously within the preceding 3 calendar years; and

(13) Specific Amount of Dividends: If the proposal relates to specific amounts of
cash or stock dividends.

() Question 10: What procedures must the company follow if it intends to
exclude my proposal?

1) [T the company intends to exclude a proposal {rom its proxy materials, i$ must
file its reasons with the Commission no fater than 80 calendar days before it files its
definilive proxy statement and form of proxy with the Commission. The company

must simultaneously provide you with a copy of its submission. The Commission staff

111 H 3 ~ A ON dnyan bmfaa A A m e
may permit the company to make ite submission later than 80 days bofore the company

files its definitive proxy statement and form of proxy, if the company demonstrates
good cause for missing the deadline,

(%) The company must file six paper copies of the following:
(i) The proposal;
(ii} An explanation of why the company believes that it may exclude the proposal,

which should, if possible, refer to the most recent applicable authority, such as prier
Division letters issuedd under the tule; andt

{iii) A supporling opinien of counsel when such reasons are based on matters of
state or foreign law,

(k) Question 11: May I submit my own statement to the Commission responding
to the company’s arguments?

Yes, you may submit a response, but it is not required. You should try to submit
any response 10 us, with a copy to the company, as soon as possible after the company
makes its submission. This way, the Commission staff will have time to consider fully
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providing that information, the company fay bisies
provide the information to sharcholders prompily 1upon receiving an oral or wyitten
reguest.

(2) The company is not responsible for the contents of your proposal or support-
ing statement.

(m) Question 13: What can [ do if the company includes in its proxy statement
reasons why it believes shareholders should not vote in favor of my proposal, and
1 disagree with some of its statements?

(1) The company may elect to include in its proxy statement reasons why it believes
sharehalders should vote against your proposal. The company is allowed to make
arguments reflecting its own point of view, just as you may express your own point
of view in your proposal’s supparting statement.

{2) However, if you believe that the company’s opposition to your proposal contains
materially false or misleading statements that may violate our anti-fraud rule, Rule
14a-3, you should promptly send to the Commission stalf and the company a letter
expiaining the reasons for your view, along with a copy of the company's siatements
opposing your proposal. Te the extent possible, yout letter should include specific
factual information demonsuating the inaccuracy of the company’s clatms. Time pet-
mitting, you may wish to try te work out your differcnces with the campany by yourself
before contacting the Commission staff,

*(3) We require the company to send you a copy of its slatements opposing your
proposal before it mails {*sends] its proxy materials, 8o that you may bring to our
attention any materially faise or misleading statements, under the following timeframes:

(i) If our no-action response requires that you make revisions lo your proposal or
supporting statement as a condition to requiting the company to inciude it in its proxy
materials, then the company must provide you with a copy of its opposition statements
no later than 5 calendar days afier the company receives a copy of your revised
proposal; or

(i) In all other cases, the company must provide you with a copy of its opposition
statements no later than 30 calendar days before it files definitive copics of its proxy
statement and foun of proxy under Rule 14a-6.

Rule 14a-92, False or Misleading Statements.

{a} No solicitation subject to this reguiation shall be made by means of any proxy
statement, form of proxy, notice of meeting or other communication, written or oral,

*Effective March 30, 2007, in the introductory lext of paragraph (m)(3) the word "mails” is
revised to read “sends” as part of the amendments to inlernet availability of proxy materials. See
SEC Release 34-55146; 1C-27671; January 22, 2007. Compliance Date: Persons may not send
2 Notice of Internet Availability of Proxy Materinls to shareholders prior 10 July 1, 2007,
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falss or misteading or necersary *
with reapect 1o the soliciiation of

imleading.

(b) Whe i a proxy statement, forn of proxy or other soliciting material has
heen filed with or exasinined by the Commission shall not be deemed 2 finding by the
Commission that such material is accurate or complete or not false or misleading, or
that the Commission has passed upon the merits of or approved any statement contained
therein or any matter to be acted upon by security holders. No representation contrary
to the foregoing shall be made.

Note. The following are some examples of what, depending upon particular
facis and circumstances, may be misleading within the meaning of this rule:

(a) Predictions as to specific future market values.

(b) Matetial which directly or indirectly impugns character, integrity or personal
reputation, or directly or indirectly makes charges concerning improper, illegal or
immoral coneluct or associations, without Factual foundation.

{e) Failure to so identify a proxy statement, form of proxy and other soliciting
material as to clearly distingnish il from the soliciting material of any other person
or persons foliciting for the same meeting or subject matter,

(d) Claims made prior to a meeting regarding the results of a solicitation.

Rule i4a-10. Prohibition of Certain Solicitations.

No person making a solicitation which is subject to Rules 14a-1 to 142-10 shall
solizit:

(a) Any undated or post-clated proxy; or

(b) Any proxy which provides that it shall be deemed to be dated as of any date
subsequent to the date on which it is signed by the secwrity holder.

Rule 14a-11. [Removed and Reserved.)
Rule 142-12. Solicitation Before Furnishing a Proxy Statement.®

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions of Exchange Act Rule 14a-3(a), a solicitation
may be made before furnishing security holders with a proxy statement meeting the
requirements of Exchange Act Rule 14a-3(a) if:

(1) Each written communication includes:

(1) The identity of the participants in the solicilation (as defined in Instruction 3
to Ttem 4 of Schedule 14A and a description of their direct or indirect interests, by

*Effective March 30, 2007, the term “annual report” is revised to read “annual report io
security holders” in the heading and first sentence of puragraph (c)(1) of Rule l4a-12, as part
of the amendments to internet availability of proxy material, See SEC Release 34-55146; 1C-
27671, Junuary 22, 2007, Complionce Daie: Persuns may not send a Notice of Internet Availability
of Pruxy Mater ta shareholders prior to fuly }, 2007,
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(2) A definitive proxy staitinent meeting Fhachang Act R,
14a-3(a) is sent or given to security holdmin chierd i ok i this Rule T4a-17
before or at the same time as the forms of proxy, consent or authorization are furnished
to or requested from security holders,

(b) Any soliciting material published, sent or given to security holders in accordance
with paragraph (a) of this Rule 14a-12 must be filed with the Commission no later
than the date the material is first published, sent or given to sccurity holders, Three
copies of the material must at the same time be filed with, or mailed for filing to,
each national securities exchange upon which any class of sccuritics of he registrant
is listed and registered. The soliciting material must include a cover page in the form
set forth in Schedule 14A and the appropriate box on the cover page must be marked.
Soliciiing material in connection with a registered offering is required to be (iled only
under Securities Act Rule 424 or 425, and wiil be deemed filed under this Rule 14a-17%,

(c} Solicitations by any person or group of persons for the purposc ol oppesing a
solicitation subject to this regulation by any other person or group of persons with
respect to the election or removal of directors at any annual ov special mecting of
security holders also are subject to the following provisions:

(1} Application of This Rule to Annual Report { *Annual Report to Security Holders|.
Notwithstanding the provisions of Exchange Act Rule 14a-3(b) and (c), any portion
of the annual report [*annual report to security holders] referred to in Exchange Act
Rule 14a-3(b) that comments upon or refers to any solicitation subject Lo this Rule
i4a-12(c), or 1o any participant in the solicitation, other than the solicitation by the
management, must be filed with the Commission as proxy material subject to this
regulation. This must be filed in electronic format unless an exemption is available
under Rules 201 or 202 of Regulation S-T.

(2) Use of Reprints or Reproductions. In any solicilation suhjccl to this Rule 14a-
12{c), soliciting maierial that includes, in whoic or part, any reprints or repraductions
of any previously published material must:

(i) State the name of the author and publication, the date of prier publication, and

identify any person who is quoted without being named in the previously published ma-
terial.

(ii) Except in the case of a public or official document or stalcment, state whether
or nat the consent of the author and publication has been obtained Lo the usc of the
previously published material as proxy soliciting material.

*Effective March 30, 2007, the term “annual repoit” is revised to read “annual report to
security holders” in the heading and first sentence of paragraph {c)(7) of Rule Ida-12, a8 pant
of the amendments to intemet availability of proxy muterial. Sec SEC Release 34-55146; 1C-
27471, January 22, 2007. Comptliance Date: Persons may not send 3 Notice of Tnteract Availal
of Proxy Materials to shareholders prior to July 1, 2007.
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July 11, 2007
To Whom It May Concern:
Regarding:  Orlen Vandnessche & Jane Vandriessche
Hilliard Lyons holds in their joint account 426.468 shares of Ford Motor common stock.

Sincerely,

HILLIARD LYONS

4

LynF. Lleburév
Financial Consultant

The information in this correspondence is derived from sources we believe to be reliable but we cannot guarantee their
accuracy. For specific information about your account and any activity therein, your Hiiliard Lyons customer monthly
statement is the official document upcn which you may rely. Past perfonnances are no guarantee of future resulis.
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- 55 Hamblin Avenue | Battle Creek, Ml 48017
# HILLIARD LYOINS (268) 660-9400 | (800) 276-4254 | fax (269) 660-9494
November 1, 2007
Orlen VanDrnessche
223062 24 Mile Rd
Olivet, MI 49076-9533
Dear Orlen,

The following are the purchase dates and cost information on the Ford Motor Company
you hold in your joint account:

Quantity | Name Open Date | Unit Cost | Cost Amount
400 | FORD MOTOR COMPANY NEW | 08/03/2001 25.204 $10,081.60
3.984 | FORD MOTOR COMPANY NEW 06/01/2005 10.0402 $40.00
4.052 | FORD MOTOR COMPANY NEW 09/01/2005 9.9704 $40.40
4.951 | FORD MOTOR COMPANY NEW 12/01/2005 8.2408 $40.80
5.163 | FORD MOTOR COMPANY NEW | 03/01/2006 7.9992 $41.30

5.8 | FORD MOTOR COMPANY NEW | 06/01/2006 7.2103 $41.82
2.518 | FORD MOTOR COMPANY NEW | 09/01/2008 8.4194 $21.20
Total Cost $10,307.12

Please call with any questions.

Sincerely,

HILELIARD LYONS,

-

SN/

-~

Seanna M. Sullivan

WAoo Onfer *Tarsc Var' r €ssehe

/‘/-M%//'y/',

Client Service Representative

The information in this correspondence is derived from sources we believe to be reliable but we cannot guarantee their
accuracy. For specific information about your account and any activity therein, your Hilliard Lyons customer monthiy
statement is the official document upen which you may rely. Past pzlnrmances are no guarantee of future resulis.
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July 11, 2007
To Whom It May Concern:
Regarding:  Orlen Vandriessche & Jane Vandriessche
Hilliard Lyons holds in their joint account 426.468 shares of Ford Motor common stock.
Sincerely,

HILLIARD LYONS

’
/ r
Lyn F. Lieb

Financial Consultant

The information in this corresponder ce is derived from sources we believe to be reliable but we cannot guarantee their
accuracy. For specific information about your account and any activity therein, your Hilliard Lyons customer monthly
statement is the official document upon which you may rely. Past performances are no guarantee of future results.
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Office of the General Counsel Ford Motor Company

Phone: 3133373913 One American Road
Fax: 313/248-1938 Reom 1037-A3 WHQ
E-Mail: jzarembi@ford.com Dearborn, Michigan 48126

November 6, 2007

Ms. Jane Van Driessche
22392 24 Mile Road
Olivet, Michigan 49076

Subject: Shareholder Proposal for 2008 Annual Meeting
Dear Ms. Van Driessche:

Ford Motor Company ("Ford" or the "Company") hereby acknowledges receipt of
evidence of eligible share ownership of Ford common stock relating to the shareholder
proposal contained in your letter dated October 22, 2007 (the "Proposal"). Thank you for
your prompt attention to this meztter and for clarifying your intent to hold these shares
through the 2008 Annual Meetirg date. Please note that Ford reserves the right to file a
No-Action Letter with the SEC should substantive grounds exist for excluston of the
Proposal. We will notify you in zccordance with SEC rules if we file such a request.

Thank you for your contined interest in the Company.
Very truly yours,

el (e

Jerome F. Zaremba
Counsel

ce: Peter J. Sherry, Jr.
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ON FINAND
Peter J. Sherry, Jy. E

Very truly yours,

‘ Enclosure
| Exhibits
ce: Ms. Jane Van Driessche (via Federal Express)
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Office of the Secretary . One American Road

Peter J. Shermry, Jr. Room 1134 WHQ
Secretary Dearborm, Michigan 48126
313/323-2130

313/248-8713 (Fax)

psherry@ford.com

December 21, 2007

Securities and Exchange Commission
Division of Corporation Finance
Office of the Chief Counsel

100 F Street, N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20549

Re: Omission of Shareholder Proposal Submitted by Ms. Jane Van Driessche
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Pursuant to Rule 14a-8(3) promulgated under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
as amended (the "Act"), Ford Motor Company ("Ford" or the "Company") respectfully
requests the concurrence of the staif of the Division of Corporation Finance (the "Staff") of
the Securities and Exchange Comm.ission (the "Commission") that it will not recommend
any enforcement action to the Cominission if the shareholder proposal described below is
omitted from Ford's proxy statement and form of proxy for the Company's 2008 Annual
Meeting of Shareholders (the "Proxy Materials"). The Company’s Annual Meeting of
Shareholders is scheduled for May 3, 2008.

Ms. Jane Van Driessche (the "Proponent") has submitted for inclusion in the 2008
Proxy Materials a proposal that would require the Company to hold annual meetings in the
Dearborn, Michigan area (see Exhinit 1; the "Proposal”). The Company proposes to omit
the Proposal from its 2008 Proxy Materials for the following reason:

. The Proposal is excludable under Rule 14a-8(i)(7) because it deals with matters
relating to the Company’s ordinary business operations.

The Proposal Deals with Matters Relating to the Company's Ordinary Business
Operations

Rule 14a-8G)(7) provides that a shareholder proposal may be excluded from a
company's proxy materials "if the proposal deals with a matter relating to the company's
ordinary business operations.” Ford believes that the location of its annual meeting clearly
relates to the ordinary business operations and that it may properly exclude the Proposal
from its Proxy Materials under Rule 14a-8(1)(7).

The Staff has consistently allowed exclusion of proposals dealing with setting the
date, location, and matters concerning the conduct of shareholder meetings as dealing with



ordinary business matters. See The Gillette Company (February 4, 2004) (exclusion allowed
where proposal required the site of annual meetings be fixed in Massachusetts); Verizon
Communications, Inc., (December 15, 2002} (exclusion allowed where proposal required
that annual meetings be held at least every other year in New York City); Verizon
Communications, Inc., (February 25, 2002) (exclusion allowed where proposal
recommended that the board limit sites of future annual meetings to regions where rate
payers live); The Gillette Company (February 22, 2005) (exclusion allowed where proposal
requested annual meeting be two to three hours in length and that food be served); and
Bank of America Corporation (December 14, 2006) (exclusion allowed where proposal
requested that the annual meeting be held on a Friday, Saturday, or Monday). See also,
Raytheon Company (January 19, 2006) and Bank of America Corporation (January 10,
2003).

Determining the location of the annual meeting requires an evaluation of many
factors, including the feasibility of attendance by management and directors, the
management, staff and financial resources necessary to support the meeting at a location,
the availability and cost of the facilities, and the accessibility of the location to
shareholders. The Company's manzgement has a unique and intimate knowledge of the
Company's business, and, thus, can make an informed decision as to the appropriate
location for the Company's annual meeting of shareholders. It is impractical for the
Company's shareholders to make this decision as they do not, as a group, have the same
knowledge of the Company with respect to these factors. Moreover, to fix a specific location
for all future annual meetings would limit the discretion of the Board of Directors and
management to hold meetings in a place other than that specified in the Proposal. Such an
advance determination would eliminate the flexibility needed to fix the location of
shareholder meetings based upon particular circumstances in a given year.

The Proposal seeks to establish the location of shareholder meetings. Matters
relating to the conduct of shareholder meetings, including the location, have routinely been
found to relate to matters of ordinary business, and clearly do not raise any significant
policy concerns. Based on the foregeing and consistent with the precedent cited above, the
Company respectfully requests the concurrence of the Staff in exclusion of the Proposal
pursuant to Rule 14a-8(i)(7).

Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully submitted that the Proposal may be
excluded from Ford's 2008 Proxy Materials. Your confirmation that the Staff will not
recommend enforcement action if the Proposal is omitted from the 2008 Proxy Materials is
respectfully requested.

In accordance with Rule 14a-8(), the Proponent is being informed of the Company's
intention to omit the Proposal from its 2008 Proxy Materials by sending her a copy of this
letter and its exhibit. Seven copies of this letter are enclosed. Please acknowledge receipt
by stamping and returning one copy in the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelop.

If you have any questions, require further information, or wish to discuss this
matter, please call Jerome Zaremba (313-337-3913) of my office or me (313-323-2130).




- DIVISION OF CORPORATION FINANCE
INFORMAL PROCEDURES REGARDING SHAREHOLDER PROPOSALS

The Division of Corporation Finance believes that its responsibility with respect to
matters arising under Rule 14a-8 [17 CFR 240.14a-8], as with other matters under the proxy
rules, is to aid those who must comply with the rule by offering informal advice and suggestions
and to determine, initially, whether or not it may be appropriate in a particular matter to
recommend enforcement action to the Commission. In connection with a shareholder proposal
under Rule 14a-8, the Division’s staff considers the information furnished to it by the Company
in support of its intention to exclude the proposals from the Company’s proxy materials, as well
as any information furnished by the proponent or the proponent’s representative.

Although Rule 14a-8(k) does not require any communications from sharcholders to the
Commission’s staff, the staff will always consider information concerning alleged violations of
the statutes administered by the Commission, including argument as to whether or not activities
proposed to be taken would be violative of the statute or rule involved. The receipt by the staff
of such information, however, should not be construed as changing the staff’s informal
procedures and proxy review into a formal or adversary procedure.

It is important to note that the staff’s and Commission’s no-action responses to
Rule 14a-8(j) submissions reflect only informal views. The determinations reached in these no-
action letters do not and cannot adjudicate the merits of a company’s position with respect to the
proposal. Only a court such as a U.S. District Court can decide whether a company is obligated
to include shareholder proposals in its proxy materials. Accordingly a discretionary
determination not to recommend or take Commission enforcement action, does not preclude a
proponent, or any shareholder of 2 company, from pursuing any rights he or she may have against
the company in court, should the management omit the proposal from the company’s proxy
material.




January 2, 2008

Response of the Office of Chief Counsel
Division of Corporation Finance

Re:  Ford Motor Company
Incoming letter dated December 21, 2007

The proposal relates to the location of Ford’s annual meetings.

There appears to be some basis for your view that Ford may exclude the proposal
under rule 14a-8(i}(7), as relating to Ford’s ordinary business operations (1.e., the location
of Ford’s annual meetings). Accordingly, we will not recommend enforcement action to
the Commission if Ford omits the proposal from its proxy materials in reliance on
rule 14a-8(1)(7).

Sincerely,

Greg Belliston
Special Counsel

|\ END



